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Here We Go Again!

Free GED and Adult Education Classes
Pathways UMC — Tuesdays 5-8 pm/Thursdays 9 am—-12 pm
1232 E. Dale St.
Childcare available for those who pre-register. Dinner is also available
on Tuesday evenings with pre-registration.

Contact Ann for details.

Our February GED spotlight is a student from our Pathways site. Brandy B.
has been a student with our GED program for the last 8 months. Brandy is
originally from Tulsa Oklahoma, however she moved to Springfield at the age
of 1 year old. She has a6 year old son named Jessie. Brandy works for a donut
shop in Springfield. She has high hopesto finally leave her current
employment when she passes her GED to pursue her dreams. Sheisinterested
in a career with an office environment. She wants to train to use computer
office application programs. Brandy loves the GED program because it is has
the available childcare. Shealso is appreciative of the dinner that is provided,
because when she gets off work to come directly to the class, she does not have
to think about feeding her son. She knows that we have food available and it
just “makes her life less complicated”. We are proud to have Brandy in the
program.

Brandy is highlighted this month to recognize her enthusiasm, eagerness and
zest she brings to the class and everyone around her.

Community Partner Spotlight

This month we would like to recognize the Hand in Hand Multicultural
Center, 1436 West Hovey, 417-865-HOPE, as a valuable partner to Caring
Communities and many other agencies around the area. Hand in Hand
Multicultural Center has great success collaborating and partnering with
community organizations, churches, and clubs to provide programs and
projects in English and Spanish which enhance the quality of living in the
area; present educational programs for children and parents; and bring
awareness of the area resources and facilities to an at risk population. They
launched 3V's For Life (Vitality, Vim and Vigor For Life) November 1,
2005. This initiative promotes nutrition education, resources for healthy
lifestyles, activity groups, and professional counseling for health. All of the
activities target groups focusing on nutritional health risks--minorities, low-
income, ethnic groups, under served, and other at-risk populations. In the
Grant Beach Neighborhood, Hand in Hand has provided a flu shot clinic, a
Bounce House for neighborhood events, after school tutoring and activities,
and isnow aWIC site There is not enough room here to list their many
partnerships and activities, so please visit their website www.hihmc.org .




Caring Communities
Staff Contact List

Janet Dankert, Program Director
jdankert@commpartnership.org
417-888-2020 x 214

Brooke Ash
bash@spsmail.org
417-523-5786

Sherie Campbell
417-888-2020 x 145

LeeAnn Camey
|camey @spsmail.org
417-864-6020

Ann Chambers
achambers@commpartnership.org
417-888-2020 x 131

Judy Cross
jcross@spsmail.org
417-888-2020 x 116

Patricia Deck
pdeck@spsmail.org
417-888-2020 x 142

Pauletta Dunn
pdunn@spsmail.org
417-880-2453

LisaTaylor
417-523-5785

Shirley Sade
ssade@commpartnership.org
417-888-2020 x 144

If you arenew to Caring
Communities check usout at:
Www.commpartnership.org

Toregister for classesor events.
www.commpartnership.org/cc_regis
tration.php
If you do not wish to receive any further
newsl etters, you may contact
jcross@spsmail.org to have your name
removed from our distribution list.
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Tentative Speakersinclude:
Barbara Lucks—City of Springfield
Rusty Worley— Co-Chair of the Committee
Karen Cordes-Spence - Neighborhood Representative
Representative from one of ourlocal trash services
|
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Community Resource Showcase

Presentations: West Central Neighborhood Alliance, Crime Prevention
& Home Safety, Need Cash Fast — Slow Down!

Highlights: Employment Opportunities, Youth Activities, Low Interest
Loans, Small Business Information, Housing Information, Foreclosure
Prevention and Emergency Assistance.

Thursday, March 6, 2008
6:00 — 8:00 P.M.

McGregor Elementary School
1221 W. Madison

Free Food & Childcare!
Door Prizes!

RSVP by 3/4/08 to 864-1406
This event is sponsored by Urban Neighborhoods Alliance, City of

Springfield, West Central Neighborhoods Alliance and Community
Partnership’s Caring Communities Initiative.

Parenting Classes Coming in April!
Love and Logic isin English and Padresis taught in Spanish.
Datesto be determined. Childcare and meals provided.

Call Judv for more information.

EITC/Free Tax Clinics
Free tax filing assistance will be available at these elementary schools
in March — Bowerman, Bissett and Portland thru March 14th. These
clinics are provided by the ATLS-MSU Coalition with funding from
Bank of America. Please call 823-8084 to make an appointment for a
convenient time and location.




