
����Making Schools, Families, and Neighborhoods Our Pr ior ity… 

                                                                                                         I t’s What We Do! 

 

The Car ing Communit ies Ini t iat ive generates posit ive outcomes through      
faci l i tat ing programs and st rategies that  effect ively suppor t  and st rengthen 
famil ies and youth, as well  as bui ld safe, st rong neighborhoods. 

Car ing Communit ies works in five schools in Wil lard and 17 schools in 19 
neighborhoods in Spr ingfield.  Since July 2009, we served over  40,200 people 
and ut i l ized 24,941 volunteer  hours. Using the Independent  Sector  rate, these 
volunteer  hours equate to $505,055 wor th of donated t ime.  Through             
col laborat ion with schools, agencies, businesses, the City and County, and the 
fai th community, we developed and implemented programs and services      
designed to provide resources famil ies, students, and neighborhood residents 
need to flour ish, while engaging the community in capacity bui lding and sys-
tems reform. 

This year  one of our  ini t iat ives was the Student  To Student  Drug Educat ion 
Leading To Prevent ion Program.  This exci t ing new program, funded by a 
Spr ingfield Public Schools Foundat ion High Impact  Grant , combined students 
from Hil lcrest  High, Reed Middle School, and Wil l iams Elementary, al l      
working side by side to develop drug prevent ion messages and to promote a 
sense that  “drug-free” is the r ight  way to be.  We know younger  students look 
up to and learn from older  students, and we hope this team approach aids in 
the t ransi t ion from elementary to middle to high school.  This year  culminated 
with Hi l lcrest  helping Reed students produce a “Natural  Highs” video          
featur ing kids from Wil l iams. 
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     Nei ghbor hood Resour ce Cen t er  (NRC) 

Thanks to a generous cont r ibut ion of space from Cox Health, the NRC provides 
access to computers, copiers, and a lending l ibrary of resources for  neighborhoods 
we work with.  Through a par tnership with Bed,  Bath &  Beyond, we offer                                                                                
par t icipants  who complete our  classes free household essent ials at  our                                                                                               
Bed, Bath &  Beyond Restore.  Of course, the NRC could not  operate without  our                                                                       
staff of six regular  volunteers. 

This year  we par tnered with MSU and 
Drury to expand free tax cl inics for     
working famil ies and residents to eight  
si tes in Spr ingfield and Wil lard.  Over  
23,000   people were served and 
$1,330,333 was returned to our             
community through the Earned Income 
Tax Credit  fi led at  VITA cl inics this year . 
 

Thanks to our  par tners, Chase and Great  
Southern, and many volunteers, L unch  
Buddi es provided 50 students with a one-
on-one mentor  who acted as a posit ive role 
model and support ive l istener .  Teachers 
repor ted an improvement  in 75% of      
par t icipat ing students in academics,     
behavior , self-esteem, and at tendance. 

Br aggi ng Ri gh t s... 

 Mark Your  
           Calendar... 

Car i ng Commun i t i es E-New s 

 

 

M i dt ow n Old Fash i oned Four t h  of  J u l y  Par ade &  Celebr at i on  
Join us  for  a parade and more with that  old fashion picnic feel , games and food. Four th of July, 
2010 from 1:00-5:00 pm at  Washington Park. 

 

Cent r al  Assembly is providing a free oi l  change for  single moms and wives of deployed soldiers 
and widows - from 9-11:30 am July 10th at  the Fusion Center  at  Campbel l  and Calhoun.  
 

Fr i day Ni gh t  Far mer s M ar k et -beginning on the First Friday in May through the First Friday in October, 
there will be a farmers market (from 3:30 to 8:00 p.m.) and free local live music at Park Central Square (from 5 
to 10 p.m.). It's a great time to meet your neighbors, support area farmers, and sample local bands. 

The 4th annual Sounds on  t he Squar e summer concer t  ser ies is free to the publ ic and 
wi l l  provide a var iety of enter tainment  from local groups throughout  the summer.                                

5 pm to 10 pm– July 9, 10, 16, 23, 24  

A Bi t  Abou t  Us... 



 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                 
 

Janet Dankert, Program Director 
jdankert@commpartnership.org 

417-888-2020 x 214 
 

Brooke Ash 
bash@spsmail.org 

417-523-5786 
 

Sheri Campbell 
scampbell@spsmail.org 

417-888-2020 x 145  
 

LeeAnn Camey 
lcamey@spsmail.org 

417-523-1875 
   

Judy Cross 
jcross@spsmail.org 
417-888-2020 x 116 

 
Danell Vaughan 

dnvaughan@spsmail.org 
417-888-2020 x 121 

 
Pauletta Dunn 

pdunn@spsmail.org 
417-880-2453 

 
Lisa Taylor 

ltaylor@spsmail.org 
417-523-5785 

 
Shirley Sade 

ssade@commpartnership.org 
417-888-2020 x 144 

 
Lyndsey Cherry 

lcherry@commpartnership.org 
417-864-6020 

 
Kate Lowrey 

klowrey@commpartnership.org 
417-864-6020 

 
Katie Scott 

kescott@spsmail.org 
417-523-5785 

 
 
 
I f you are new to Car ing Communities check us out at: 

www.commpartnership.org  
 
 

To register  for  classes or  events: 
www.commpartnership.org/cc_registration.php 

  
 

If you do not wish to receive any further newsletters, you 
may contact jcross@spsmail.org  to have your name re-

moved from our distribution list. 

Car ing Communities Staff 
Contact L ist 
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         Tuesday Even i ngs: 
 

Pathways United Methodist  Church 

(1232 E Dale St .) 

· Dinner  served 5pm-5:30pm 

· Class begins at  5:30pm-8pm 

Thur sday M or n i ngs: 

Pathways United Methodist  Church 

(1232 E Dale St .) 

· Class begins at  9am-12pm 

· No Meal 

 FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO REGISTER FOR DINNER AND/ OR 
CHILDCARE, CALL (417) 864-6020 

 

DON’T PRESS YOUR LUCK…     
TAKE CHARGE OF YOUR FINANCIAL FUTURE 

&                                                                                                                   
JOIN A C.A.$.H. CLASS TODAY! 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FREE di nner  &  ch i l dcar e (up t o age 12) pr ovi ded w i t h  

r egi st r at i on .  To register , please contact  Lyndsey Cherry... 

Phone: 417.864.6020  E-mai l : l cher r y@commpar t ner sh i p.or g 

 

MAKE MONEY WORK FOR YOU 
 
 

A FREE 4-week personal finance ser ies focusing on 
how to manage $$$ rather  than let t ing $$$ manage 
you. Dur ing this interact ive program, examine your  
$$$ bel iefs and take steps toward your  financial  
goals. 
 
PATHWAYS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

1232 E. Da le St., Sp ring field , MO 65802 

Tuesday, July 6,13, 20, 27 @ 5:30-8:00 p.m. 

Money Saving Tip 
 
"Manifest  plainness, Embrace simplici ty, Reduce  

  sel fishness, Have few desires." - Lao-tzu 


