MARK YOUR
CALENDARS

Playground Build Day
On June 23td, the Fulbright
Springs Community will be
building a playground from 8am
to 2:30pm. Extra helpers are
welcome! Contact Amanda
Coleman at 888-2020 to
volunteer.

Neighborhood Night Out
Friday August 26th is

Neighborhood Night Out! This
event is a city-wide community
safety event held at the
neighborhood parks. Be sure to
find a site near you and be a part
of it!

CARING COMMUNITIES
SCHOOLS
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS:

Bissett Watkins

Bowerman Weaver
Boyd Weller
Campbell Williams
McGregor Willard
Portland Westport
Robberson York

MIDDLE SCHOOLS:
Study Pipkin
Reed Willard

If you do not wish to receive any
further newsletters, contact

djgreer@spsmail.otg

to have your name removed from our

distribution list.
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Lead & Learn

Lead & Learn, a neighborhood leadership development program developed in 2004 by
Caring Communities, offers monthly networking and training opportunities for
Springfield neighborhood residents. The mission of Lead & Learn is to build the capacity
of neighborhoods by providing support, technical assistance and training to individuals

and organizations.

Lead & Learn offers neighborhoods the opportunity to connect with other
neighborhoods, to support each other’s ability to resolve problems and to work toward
positive neighborhood change. Neighborhood residents do not have to be an officer or

board member of their neighborhood association to attend.

This year, we have partnered with the City of Springfield to offer “Lead & Learn Presents
City University 2011,” a unique opportunity for residents to learn about the inner
workings of city government. So far this year, we have had presentations on city

management, public works and economic development.
Our upcoming dates and topics include:

June 27 — Financing & Health Department

July 25 — Public Safety: Springfield Police Department (with station tour)
August 22 — Public Safety: Springfield Fire Department (with station tour)
September 26 — Connecting with the Public

October 24 — Building a Great Springfield

November 28 — Neighborhoods: The Place You Call Home

Each Lead & Learn runs from 6-8:30 p.m. Dinner is provided for each date; childcare is
offered every month except in July and August. Contact Diamond Jones at 523-5785 or

dmjones@spsmail.org for more information.
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Free dinner & free childcare!

Get help developing a budget that works
for you!

A FREE SERIES OF MONEY ¢ Opportunity fo open a $0 balance savings
MANAGEMENT CLASSES HELD account with the potential to earn a $100
EACH MONTH!

match from Caring Communities!
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Caring Communities Initiative

To register, call 417.864.6020, or go online at
www.commpartnership.org/cash.php

Leadership Club

This spring, the Leadership Clubs at Pipkin and Study Middle Schools worked hard on
drug, alcohol, and tobacco education. They evaluated videos and pamphlets to see how
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well students their age responded to the material, as well as played a tobacco game, which
the participants said was fun. Besides testing out materials, they also focused on creating

Pauletta Dunn

material for bullying and cyberbullying prevention. Leadershlp Club participants helped

with a park cleanup, teacher appreciation and schoo
pride activities. They ended the year with a fun field |
trip to Incredible Pizza. Leadership Club focuses on
helping at-risk youth improve their grade point
average and attendance rates and succeed to the next - '
grade level or graduate. The program focuses on
developing team building, leadership and conflict
resolution skills and building self-esteem.

Bragging Rights

York Elementary Super Science Celebration

On May 17th, York Elementaty celebrated Science with a Science fair/show combination.
There were 80 Science projects completed for the fair, and over 200 people came to the
celebration. Science projects included determining whether cats have a paw preference,
deciding whether worms like shade or light, and the classic baking soda and vinegar

experiment. The students did a fabulous job making it a successful evening!

Robberson Neighborhood Association is Rapidly Growing

Only 8 months after becoming a City-recognized neighborhood association, the Robberson

neighborhood has 42 members. The association has become very active in City government

and really desires to enhance their neighborhood. They are currently working to plan social

events and form a neighborhood watch.
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Boyd Elementary Homeless Simulation

On Monday, May 16, students from Marjorie DeWilde’s 4t and 5% grade classes at Boyd Elementary
designed and participated in a simulation to experience what it might be like to be homeless for one full
day. The simulation served as one aspect of a project exhibit, where students were given the task of
choosing a topic around the subject of homelessness and then researching the topic in a specific
geographic location. Topics included the correlation between family violence and homelessness in
Mexico, how war affects homelessness in Iraq, and the relationship between natural disasters and

homelessness in Myanmar.

The project culminated with the homeless simulation. Students were asked to bring whatever they felt
they needed to survive outside for one school day. Students brought trash bags, blankets, cardboard
boxes, water bottles, sleeping bags, and whatever they could fit in their backpacks to help them get
through the day. They also worked together to set up a tent and worked on all school curriculum on the
asphalt beneath the basketball goals on the playground. Everyone was expected to earn monopoly
money for good behavior to pay for lunch. If they did not earn money by 12:30 pm, a “work for food”

plan was in place so that every student was able to eat.

Throughout the day each student participated in a video taped interview about their thoughts and
feelings of being homeless. Staff from The Kitchen also talked to them about homelessness and the
programs they offer for children and families. This event provided a great opportunity for students to

develop a sense of empathy, while learning what life might be like for families experiencing

homelessness.
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Students work on school assignments. Students sit by their makeshift shelter for the day.
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