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Grant Beach Baseball/Softball League 2011 
2011 TIRE-TOSS 

Saturday May 7th from 
8am to 1pm at the Ozark 
Empire Fairgrounds. Waste 
tires will be collected and 
disposed of for free! 
 

LEAD & LEARN 
PRESENTS:  

CITY UNIVERSITY 
Planning for Springfield’s 
Future: May 23rd at 6pm at 
Asbury United Methodist 
Church: Planning for Growth 
& Development; Economic 
Development; Capital 
Improvement Program 

 
 
 

CARING COMMUNITIES 
SCHOOLS 

 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS: 
Bissett  Watkins 
Bowerman Weaver 
Boyd  Weller 
Campbell Williams 
McGregor Westport 
Portland  York 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOLS: 
Study Reed Pipkin 

 
 
Nothing says summer more than hearing the crack of a bat and proud cheers from the 
stands. You just can’t leave a baseball game without feeling you have contributed in some 
way to this great American pastime, whether by cheering, playing, or coaching. 
That is one reason the Grant Beach Sports League was formed in the fall of 2008. 
Another reason: to provide low-cost sports programming to elementary school kids. 
We know that a lot of the families we work with cannot afford more expensive sports 
programs offered in Springfield, but they want their child or children to benefit from the 
experience of playing a team sport. By offering the chance to participate in baseball or 
soccer at the cost of only $5, more kids get the opportunity to try out these sports. 
The cost to participate is minimal, but the benefits are great. The kids learn the 
importance of teamwork and responsibility by showing up at practices and games, and 
the parents build a network of support that carries over into the schools and the 
neighborhoods. 
This summer, more than 240 kids will be participating in baseball and softball through 
our sports programming. The $5 charge will cover the cost of a T-shirt for each child. 
Other funding for the league comes from the Sports Hall of Fame, a Reclaiming the 
Future grant through Greene County Juvenile and GBNA concession sales. 
Over time, the baseball and softball leagues have successfully recruited volunteer coaches 
that have worked hard to keep their teams together by building ongoing relationships 
with the parents as well as the kids. Several of the coaches who we “strong-armed” into 
coaching the first year now coach both soccer and baseball. Most say it is one of the most 
rewarding things they have ever done. 
We hope that by participating in these 
sports programs, each child will 
develop a love for athletics that will 
continue through middle and high 
school, keeping them active, involved 
and in school. 
Other partners: Grant Beach 
Neighborhood Association (GBNA) 
and the Springfield Greene County 
Park Board  

MARK YOUR 
CALENDERS 



MEET OUR STAFF 
 

Janet Dankert 
jdankert@commpartnership.org 

417-888-2020 x 214 
 

Danell Vaughan 
dvaughan@commpartnership.org 

417-888-2020 x 209 
 

Brooke Ash 
bash@spsmail.org 

417-523-5786 
 

Sheri Campbell 
scampbell@spsmail.org  

417-888-2020 x 145  
 

LeeAnn Camey 
lcamey@spsmail.org 

417-523-1875 
 

Amanda Coleman 
acoleman@commpartnership.org 

417-864-6020 
 

Pauletta Dunn 
pdunn@spsmail.org 

417-880-2453 
 

Andrew Foell 
asfoell@spsmail.org 

417-888-2020  x  121 
 

David Greer 
djgreer@spsmail.org 

417-523-3070 
 

Diamond Jones 
dmjones@spsmail.org 

417-523-5785  
 

Kate Lowrey 
klowrey@commpartnership.org 

417-864-6020 
 

Shirley Sade 
ssade@commpartnership.org 

417-888-2020 x 144 
 

Katie Scott 
kscott@commpartnership.org  

417-864-6020 
 

Eva Simon 
esimon@commpartnership.org  

417-864-6020 
Check us out online 

www.commpartnership.org 
 
 
 

Childcare Workers Needed! 
We are looking for childcare providers to work during various events in our schools and 
neighborhoods. Shifts are approximately 3 hours long and we pay $10 per hour.  The 
frequency of  jobs depends upon the schedule of events. If you or someone you know 
would be interested in serving as a childcare provider, please contact Eva Simon at 
esimon@commpartnership.org or 864-6020. 

Cleaning up the Neighborhoods! 

 

www.commpartnership.org 

Robberson Neighborhood Clean-up 
Saturday April 9th the newly formed Robberson 
Neighborhood Association held a neighborhood  
clean-up. More than 60 households were served with 
people bringing in trash and brush or having items picked 
up. We had 16 volunteers - mostly from the neighborhood 
serving over 65 hours that day. On April 16th, we held a 
neighborhood clean-up in Grant Beach Neighborhood. 
This clean-up served approximately 60 households with 
20 volunteers serving over 100 hours. Thank you all for all 
your hard work! 

 
Doling Neighborhood Trash Clean-up 
On April 9th, the Doling Neighborhood Association 
held an “Extreme Stream and Ditch Clean-up.” Seven 
neighborhood volunteers pulled 25 large bags of trash, 
barb-wired fencing, an old swing, some furniture and 12 
tires out of the stream and three ditches of the 
neighborhood streets. It only took one morning to make 
a big difference in the area!  

A FREE  SERIES OF MONEY 
MANAGEMENT CLASSES HELD 

EACH MONTH! 
 

  

• Free Dinner & Free Childcare! 

• Get help developing a budget that works 
for you! 

• Opportunity to open a $0 balance Savings 
Account with the  potential to earn a $100 

To register, call 417.864.6020, or go online at 
www.commpartnership.org/cash.php 

Volunteers unload a mattress 

Securing the load to take it to the landfill. 



www.commpartnership.org 

Katie Scott joined the Community Partnership team as a social work intern in August 2009 and was 
hired on permanently in January 2010. She has a bachelor's degree in social work with a minor in 
Spanish from Missouri State University. In the past, she has worked in many different capacities as 
daycare staff, bank teller, and nurse assistant, and with her church in the children and youth 
ministry. Currently, Katie works with the neighborhood revitalization programs funded through a 
Community Development Block Grant from the City of Springfield in the Grant Beach and 
Robberson neighborhoods.  

 
 

On April 21st, Weller Elementary held a celebration in honor of Earth Day and the start of the Weller School Garden. 
The event offered students and their families the opportunity to come together to participate in activities and learn basic 
concepts about gardening. Students planted vegetable seeds, sampled fruits and vegetables, and got an up-close experience 
with a worm farm. Families were also entered into drawings for gift cards, garden starter kits, and tree saplings to plant in 
honor of Earth Day. As the event concluded, every family walked away with seeds to get their gardens started at home. 
This event provided a great venue for parents interested in gardening. 

 

Staff  Update - Katie Scott 

Families gather as drawing winners are 
announced 

Students plant vegetable seeds Students observe a worm farm 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

“I’ve never been so excited about science in my 
entire life!” These were the words of a highly enthused and 
inspired second-grade student after the bat presentation at 
Watkins Elementary Science Night on April 28th. “Batman” Ben 
Hale, a graduate level biology student from Missouri State, gave an 
inspiring presentation on bats, bringing pictures, stories and even 
a live bat. Also, Mad Science of Southwest Missouri came and 
performed their show “Fire and Ice.” Students and parents 
celebrated a night of science and the power of knowledge.  

 

Weller Earth Day Celebration 

Watkins Wild About Science Night 




